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ST. MICHAEL NEWS

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION: 10:30 AmM - SUN. FEB. 5

SAINT MICHAEL: 8:00 AM ON SUNDAY FEB. 5

Extraordinary Minister - Gary Edwards
Lector - Jayne Leiter
Servers - Mary Ellen Johnson & Joe DilLoreto

PRAYER ~ PRAYER LIST ~ PRAYER

Family of Wlliam Denkwalter Dorothy Bostick
Bob Bradshaw  Marcy Bauman Janet Adduchio
Family of

Chaene Kingrey  Pam Jewett
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yan s Arabelle Flores  Emily Smith

Richard Anderson

Sonny McNicol - .
Patricia Waldnig Charlene Murray

John Weller Moore 5 c
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Vickie Bowers Jim Nobile

Bernie Zoppa

Extraordinary M. - Scott Spinner & Sondra Chester
Lector - Charles Kingrey
Servers - Christine Kingrey & Josh Spinner

SAINT MICHAEL: 5:00 PM ON SATURDAY, FEB. 4
Extraordinary M. - Diane Ziegler

Lector - Joseph Ziegler

Servers - Joe Schaffner

Aaron Fogle  Stephanie Birdsall

VOCATION ViEw

Jonah is sent to call the Ninevites
back into relationship with God.
As we remember the anniversary
of Roe vs. Wade, we must speak as
Jonah to be examples of this same
call to repentance. (Jonah 3:15)

HAVE SOMETHING

Send your information to Annie Colliflower no later than Tuesday by email (preferred) at

FOR THE BULLETIN? anniecolliflower@frontier.com or by mail at 7031 St. Rt. 187, Mechanicsburg 43044-9530

or by phone at 834-3784.

Capital Campaign as of 1/08/12

Pledged/Donated $66,132.26
Received to Date $57,962.26
Due on Pledges $8,170.00

1 God, Sex and the Meaning of Life: Saint
Michael's of Ft. Loramie is sponsoring Damon
Owens, a motivational speaker and authority
of the late Pope John Paul Il;s study known
as Theology of the Body. Teen Talk is Wed.,
Feb 15th, 7-8:30 PM; College age and Adult:
Feb 16, 7-9:30 pm; Catholic priests and
deacons: Feb 16, 12 noon - 3:30PM See
poster on church door for more details.

9 Catholic Men's Spring Fellowship: Saturday,
March 17 at St. Michaels, Fort Loramie, 8:00am
to 3:30pm. See poster on door for more details.

1 Mobil Food Pantry: Our next distribution will
take place at St. Michael’s hall on Feb. 9th:
10:00 AM - Noon and 6:00 - 7:00 PM. We
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NEXT MEETINGS: Feb. 15 & March 21
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need volunteers, especially strong backs for the unloading at 9:00 AM. If you can help,

please let Bill Miller know at 834-5120.

T CHOIR STARTING UP FOR EASTER: Anyone interested in joining choir should let
Kay know in the next two weeks. Easter is April 8th this year.

1 Please think about joining a study group for Lent. Peg Baltes alerted the council
to a great 10 part DVD series called “Catholicism” lead by Fr. John Baron. We will
most likely have at least 2 different studies going on to accommodate schedules.

More information will follow.

FREE TAX FILING SERVICE

Beginning Thursday, January 19th, trained Ohio Benefit Bank tax counselors
will be available to assist you with your taxes.
Every Thursday - 1:.00 - 5:00 PM

St . Mi chael 6s

Pari sh Hall at (40 Wa

This service is sponsored by Catholic Charities and the Second Harvest Food Bank.
For an appointment, call (937) 834-8103.

nut



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWS

Immaculate Conception
Parish Council
Mary Fogle-Kise, Chair ......... 935-2531

Lynn DiLoreto, Secretary. 4652999
Gary Edwards................... 408-9676
Missy Masters.................. 747-2925
Tom Miller........cocvennend TA7-9437

Doné6t forget our Ma
Sunday, February 5™ at the N. Lewisburg
Municipal Building following mass! Good

food and fellowship is a promise!!

1 K of C Pasta Dinner: St. Feb 11" 6:00 P.M. and

Sunday, Feb. 12" -12:30 Delicious Food in ex-
change for a donation! Held at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall in Urbana. Fish Frys will be starting on
Friday, Feb. 24™ Mark your calendars!

Chris Phelps,
Bulletin Liaison: 653-4920
Donna Canan,
Prayer Concerns: 653-5315

1 Operation Rice Bowl will be starting during Lent
beginning on February 19"™. This is a fund raiser asking for donations of any spare
coin you may have. This is sponsored by Catholic Relief Services , the international
humanitarian agency of the Catholic Community in the United States. We will be
handing out collection boxes soon.

1 The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be held at the Church with Fr. Larry on
Sunday, February 26" at 9:30 A.M. Those receiving the sacrament will be
Cati LeVan, Frani LeVan, Austin Deere, Michelle Moore and Blake Boldman. Many
Blessings to all.

1 Our Parish Council decided to have the Ice Cream Social in conjunction
with the Covered Bridge Festival activities celebrated in North Lewisburg on
Saturday, Sept. 8". We will probably run our social from 11:30 A.M. — until 2:00
P.M. as to not conflict with the second Saturday of the month dinner that the United
Methodist Church holds which starts at 4:30 P.M. --- More info to come... Think
about how you can perhaps help with the social this year!

1 You may donate to the Caring Kitchen by placing items in the basket in the
Church entrance. THANK YOU in advance for your generous considerations.

THIS WEEK IS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
Catholic school students, their teachers, and their communities throughout the 19
Archdiocese of Cincinnati are celebrating the 38 ™ annual Catholic Schools Week January
29 through February 4 under the theme
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Cincinnati is the 38 ™ largest Catholic diocese in the
country, with almost 500,000 Catholics, and has the eighth largest Catholic school system
in terms of enrollment 643,263 students for the 2011 -2012 school year.
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FROM THE DESK OF FATHER LARRY GEARHART
JANUARY 29, 2012

Heads Up
So, how did the press cover the March for Life in Washington, D.C.? The coverage by the
Washington Poss typical. In the "Post Local" section (i.e., not in the national news section),
reporter Katherine Driesson noted in "Thousands of youths join antiabortion March for Life,",

The Catholic Church has increasingly focused on educating and mobilizing its youth base
around its antiabortion ideology. The rally and march, hosted by the Archdiocese of
Washington, drew busloads of Catholic schoolchildren from across the metropolitan area
and the country.

Such events reinforce recent Gallup polls that report more young people, especially those
in the 18- to-34-year-old range, are identifying as antiabortion.

Note, the reporter identifies the Catholic stance on abortion as an "ideological" view, rather than a r
core belief in the inherent sanctity and dignity of human life. Note, too, that the paper downplays

the numbers involved. In particular, it refers to "thousands" of youth attending the march. Anyone
who has attended the march can tell you that hundreds of thousands of people from all over the
country attend the march every year, and the number of young people who attend has steadily
increased, which makes their numbers in the tens of thousands at the very least.

Also, note that the article states that young people increasingly identify as antiabortion according to
polls. The fact of the matter is that a plurality (47%, as opposed to 42%, of those polled, for
example, with the remainder not expressing an opinion) of all voting age citizens now identify as
pro-life, and young people are a contributing factor in these new numbers. Why? In part because
many of them see themselves as abortion survivors, namely they are aware that some of their
siblings were aborted. In part also because young people are generally more aware of the findings
of technology, such as ultrasound, that the child in the womb is not merely a "lump of flesh," as pro
-abortion people so long claimed.

Indeed, the energy and enthusiasm of young people attending the march is steadily growing, and
that energy and enthusiasm is increasingly infectious..

Archbishop (and Cardinal designate) Timothy Dolan of New York, in his role as President of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, gave the homily at the National Prayer Vigil for Life at the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, in preparation for the March for Life the following
day, Monday, January 23rd. Archbishop Dolan spoke about the power of God's grace. (The
following excerpt is taken from "Leader of U.S. Bishops Rallies Marchers," as reported by
Academics, Service.?®o

We should not lose hope of winning the pro-life battle, he urged them. "God's grace, God's



power is unlimited! There is no evil, no horror, no sin that is exempt from the healing rays
of his grace."

Noting the difficulties, such as governments that promote abortion, and contraception and
abortion being considered "rights," Cardinal-designate Dolan acknowledged that we can be
tempted to despair and to think that all is lost.

"Not us! Not for thousands who have stayed up all night in prayer in this, the home of a
pregnant woman;

"Not for hundreds of thousands who will march today with the words of 'We Shall
Overcome' ringing in our ears," he exclaimed.

I like the way he put it. The "pregnant woman," of course, is a reference to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The
Blessed Virgin herself chose to remind us of this in her appearance at Guadalupe. The famous tilma of St.
Juan Diego depicts the "woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a
crown of twelve stars;" from Revelation 12:1 as a mother pregnant with the Son of God.

Archbishop Dolan might also have noted that this same biblical symbol stands for the Catholic Church.
We are pregnant with the Word of God, and God has chosen to give birth to his Word in this world
through us. This means that the Church is here to sanctify the world through preaching the Word,
celebrating the Sacraments and continuing the earthly mission of Jesus in healing the sick, casting out
demons and declaring a year of favor of the Lord so that the poor may also be served. [Cf. Isaiah61:1 and
Luke4:18]

As the Archbishop noted, the culture of death is not ready to give up. If anything it has redoubled its
efforts. In one of the more recent outrages, the Department of Health and Human Services has issued a
ruling rescinding the rights of people of faith to refuse to participate in the culture of death in the national
health care system. In particular, Catholic charitable and educational institutions, and the analogous
institutions of other pro-life religious faiths, will now be required to cover contraception (including plan B
and other abortifacient drugs) in the insurance policies of their employees. See the U.S. Bishops' web site
(usccb.org) and the Government HHS web site (www.hhs.org) for details. Naturally, the Bishops are
fighting this abuse of government power in the federal court system and in the court of public opinion.

If this and similar federal regulations are not completely rescinded, the Catholic Church will have no
choice but to shut down all affected institutions if it is to remain in compliance with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, because such cooperation would constitute formal material cooperation with a grave evil. (This is
different from the remote material cooperation almost all of us are guilty of in this culture.) No one,
including the Church, may do evil in order that good may result.

Before long, the federal government may have a monopoly on all educational and charitable activities in
the U.S.

In their press release, the Bishops call upon all of us to voice our objections to our elected representatives
in the Congress and in the White House.

Spiritual Focus
In today's reading from Deuteronomyl 8, Moses prophesies the coming of another like himself.

A prophet like me will the LORD, your God, raise up for you
from among your own kin;

to him you shall l i sten. é
éAnd the LORD said to me, "Eé
I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their kin,

and will put my words into his mouth;

he shall tell them all that I command him."

Jesus, of course, is the fulfillment of this prophesy. Like Moses, Jesus came preaching, sanctifying and
governing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Except, of course, there are major qualitative differences
between Moses and Jesus. Consider the following;

1  Moses called upon the power of God to part the Red Sea. After him, Joshua called upon the
power of God to halt the flow of the Jordan River. Likewise, both Elijah and Elisha called upon the
power of God to halt the flow of rivers. In contrast to this power over the elements, Jesus showed
superior mastery by calming a storm at sea by rebuking it and by walking on the water rather than
dividing it so that he might walk through it.

1 Moses called forth water from the rock. Jesus called forth wine from water. Moses purified the
altar of sacrifice and the people by sprinkling the blood of the sacrifice on both. Jesus provided the
grace needed to purify the world by becoming the Lamb of God. Moses called forth the power of God
to heal the people by mounting a bronze replica of a fiery serpent on a pole for the people to gaze at.
Jesus, himself, mounted the wood of the cross so that all who gaze upon him might be healed of their
sins. Moses averted the avenging angel of God by calling the people to mark their door posts with the
blood of the lamb of sacrifice. Jesus averted the destruction of humanity by the hosts of heaven by
shedding his own blood on the door connecting heaven and earth. As a prophet, Mose spoke the
words of God to the people. As the Word of God, Jesus spoke with the authority of God.

This brings us to the Gospel reading from Mark, chapter 1, which says, in part.

In their synagogue was a man with an unclean spirit;

he cried out, "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?

Have you come to destroy us?

I know who you are 8 the Holy One of God!"

Jesus rebuked him and said,

"Quiet! Come out of him!"

The unclean spirit convulsed him and with a loud cry came out of him.
All were amazed and asked one another,"

What is this? A new teaching with authority.

He commands even the unclean spirits and they obey him."



