ST. MICHAEL CHURCH

ST. MICHAEL & IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

CHURCHES

PASTOR: FATHER LARRY GEARHART
Parish 834-2664 - Fr. Larry’s cell: (937) 414-7977

Sunday, February 5, 2012
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
40 Walnut treet MASS INTENTIONS P.0. Box 444
Mechanicsburg, OH 164 West Elm Street
430;’;1 Sunday, Feb. 5 Mon., Feb. 6 Wed., Feb. 8 North Lewisburg, OH
MA . .
Saturd 500 5:00 PM Saturday SM 12:00 PM SM 6:00 PM 43060
aturday - 5:00 pm BVM Intentions Pro-Populo Louella Foss MASS
Sunday - 8:00 am 8:00 AM. Tues., Feb. 7 . Feb. 5 Sunday - 10:30 am
Mon - 12:00 Noon The Bowdrys IC 6:00 PM pry 6':00 PM Tues - 6:00 p.m.
Wed - 6:00 pm . 13:?{?] /R/]M' Pro-Populo Virginia Kise Thurs - 6:00 p.m.
iliati ara Ruth Marcum il
Reconciliation and Family Reconciliation
Wednesday - 5:00 pm Thursday - 5:00 pm

Offerings:

SM: (1/29/12) $820.2

IC: (1/29/12) $841.%

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION: 10:30 Am - SUN. FEB. 12

SAINT MICHAEL: 8:00 AM ON SUNDAY

FEB. 12

Extraordinary Minister - Nick Berick
Lector - Annette Nobile
Servers - Mary Ellen Johnson & lan Fogle

PRAYER ~ PRAYER LIST ~ PRAYER

Danielle Schipfer William Denkwalter ~ Dorothy Bostick
Eam“(\jl ‘:‘f Marcy Bauman  Janet Adduchio
Bob Bradshaw ;
Richard Anderson Chaene Kingrey Pam Jewgtt
. Arabelle Flores Emily Smith
Sonny McNicol L
Aaron Fogle Stephanie Birdsall
John Weller - .
. Patricia Waldnig  Charlene Murray
Clare Zimmerman M
Cletus Huelsman oore Donna Canan
Rick Gill Paula Dunnlgan Mary Tonneman
Logan Riley Baker Cindy Rothery - Jim & Jan Knapp
gJi" Van)L/Jch Eric Fralack Janet Bollack
N ColettaSchaffner  Betty Asterino
ernie zoppa Vickie Bowers Jim Nobile

Extraordinary M. - Thomas Bethel & Libby Huffman

Lector - Charles Kingrey

Servers - Christine Kingrey & Josh Spinner

SAINT MICHAEL: 5:00 Pm ON SATURDAY, FEB. 11

Extraordinary M. - Jennifer Dietrich

Lector - Ashley Dunham & Casey Schipfer

Servers - Tom Segreti & Rob Segreti
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HAVE SOMETHING
FOR THE BULLETIN?

or by phone at 834-3784.

Send your information to Annie Colliflower no later than Tuesday by email (preferred) at
anniecolliflower@frontier.com or by mail at 7031 St. Rt. 187, Mechanicsburg 43044-9530

ST. MICHAEL NEWS

Capital Campaign as of 1/08/12

Pledged/Donated $66,132.26
Received to Date $57,962.26
Due on Pledges $8,170.00

T Mobil Food Pantry: Our next distribution will
take place at St. Michael’s hall THIS THURS.,
Feb. 9th at 10:00 AM - Noon and 6:00 - 7:00
PM. We need volunteers, especially strong
backs for the unloading at 9:00 AM. If you can
help, please let Bill Miller know at 834-5120.

i CHOIR STARTS BACK UP on February 14
at 7:00 PM..

2011-2012
Saint Michael Parish Council
Mary J Huffman, Chair ................ 834-3845
Jeff Lyons, Vice Chair ........... (937) 390-2015
Peg Baltes, secretary .................... 834-2516
Kelli Black ........ccovevrieinnne. (937) 869-4930
Annie Colliflower ...........ccccoveenne 834-3784
Roger Geers......cccoevvrvrennne (740) 506-1171
Garth McNary.........cccoeeveee. (614) 679-4406
Diane Ziegler ......ccccoevvevieneiee e 834-3498

NEXT MEETINGS: Feb. 15 & March 21

PRAYER NEEDS: Peg Baltes
834-2516 - p_baltes@hotmail.com
ST. VINCENT de PAUL GUILD

Scott Spinner 834-1710

CARING KITCHEN Jennifer Dietrich

1 CATHOLICISM Study to start up for Lent.
Catholicism is a great 10 part DVD series lead
by Fr. John Baron. Please sign up in the back
of church if you would like to be a part of one of
the study groups.

1 God, Sex and the Meaning of Life: Saint

834-2706

MASS MINISTRIES: Diane Ziegler
834-3498 - dzieglerl@frontier.com
CHURCH NEWS & CALENDAR: Kay Miller
834-5120 - k7miller5@gmail.com

Michael's of Ft. Loramie is sponsoring Damon
Owens, a motivational speaker and authority of the late Pope John Paul ll;s study
known as Theology of the Body. Teen Talk is Wed., Feb 15th, 7:00-8:30 PM.
College age and Adult is Feb 16, 7-9:30 pm. Catholic priests and deacons may
attend on Feb 16, 12 noon - 3:30PM.

1 Catholic Men's Spring Fellowship: Saturday, March 17 at St. Michaels, Fort Loramie,
8:00am to 3:30pm. See poster on door for more details.

1 There is a need for a cantor/song leader for the Saturday 5:00 PM Mass on
Feb. 18 and Feb. 25. If you can help, please let Father or Annie know.

hings to

2 EREETAR BILIRiG SERVICE

Beginning Thursday, January 19th, trained Ohio Benefit Bank tax counselors
will be available to assist you with your taxes.
Every Thursday - 1:.00 - 5:00 PM
St . Mi chael 6s Parish Hall at (40 Wa
This service is sponsored by Catholic Charities and the Second Harvest Food Bank.
For an appointment, call (937) 834-8103.
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION NEWS | .
mmaculate Conception
. . . Parish Council
Please Jjoinin the fun at the IC Mardi Mary Fogle-Kise, Chair ......... 935-2531
s Gras Party immediately following Lynn DiLoreto, Secretary......465-2999
mass! See you at the North Lewisburg | caryEdwards............. 408-9676
Municipal Building! Good food and fel- | wissy Masters.................... 747-2925
lowship is a promise!! TOm Miller ... 747-9437
1 K of C Pasta Dinner: Sat. Feb. 11™i 6:00 P.M. Chris Phelps
and Sunday, Feb. 12" at 12:30 P.M. Delicious Bulletin Liaison: 653-4920
food in exchange for a donation! Held at the Donna Canan,
Knight of Columbus Hall in Urbana. Fish frys Prayer Concerns: 653-5315

will be starting on Friday, Feb. 24™ Mark your
calendars!

1 Coin containers for Operation Rice Bowl have been passed out! If you
need a container or an additional container, you will find them on the stand
in the Church entrance. This is sponsored by Catholic Relief Services, the
international humanitarian agency of the Catholic Community in the United
States. You may turn in your containers to Chris Phelps at any time during
Lent!

1 The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be held at the Church with
Fr. Larry on Sunday, February 26™ at 9:30 A.M. Those receiving the
sacrament will be Cati LeVan, Frani LeVan, Austin Deere, Michelle Moore
and Blake Boldman. Many Blessings to all.

f CCD classes will resume next Sunday!

1 You may donate to the Caring Kitchen by placing items in the basket in the
Church entrance. THANK YOU in advance for your generous considerations.

Celebrate Valentine's Day Early at the North Lewisburg United Methodist &burebdence.

The North Lewisburg United Methodist Church will have its first Community Dinner of 2012 on Saturday,

February 11, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., just in time to celebrate Valentine's Day. Our Dinner will feature

Fried Chicken, along with mashed potatoes and gravy, peas and mushrooms, tossed salad, rolls, bever-

ages, and of course, our homemade desserts. Carry outs will be available. The donations will benefit
the Building Fund. Boxed greeting cards will also be available.

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER LARRY GEARHART
FEBRUARY 5, 2012

-

Heads Up

By the time you read this, | should have submitted my letter to Bishop Joe Bi
expressing my preference to, if possible, remain serving in Champaign Coun
It's still too early to make any predictions, but | can, I think, narrow down the
possibilities some. It is possible the Priests’' Personnel Board may decide to ni¢ve
me outside of the county to another position elsewhere. This is less likely, | thj

due to the favorable report from parishioners. As the Archbishop reminded m
and as every priest with experience in these matters can tell you, being a suc
in one venue does not guarantee success in another.
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So the board may decide not to change anything. On the other hand, if there

pressure to fill another spot elsewhere, they're at least as likely to think of mojgng

o §

Fr. Greg, since he has more experience and has been a successful pastor in®=larger

venue. | will tell the board that if it is time to reduce us by one, | will consider it
my duty to apply for the open listing, and | would consider it an honor to be
chosen to fill the spot. Of course, it's possible they could choose a younger pRgst
with more pastor experience to fill that position if one is available.
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| felt very welcomed when | joined St. Michael's and Immaculate Conception &
your pastor, and although it has taken us time to get to know each other, yoyfial=
been patient with my deficiencies and generous in your praise of my good p@ts

| anticipate that, in the event (likely or not, | don't yet know) that | am moved
another priest takes over (who most likely would be Fr. Greg), you would sho
the same courtesy to him. On the other hand, if | am asked to fill in the vaca
in the event Fr. Greg is moved, | am hopeful that you will continue to be pati
as we work out the very difficult problems that remain in serving our communi2s
with the presence of Christ in our midst, not just in the Mass (though that is t
most important thing) but also with pastoral visits and committee, catechetic
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Most likely a decision will be made, one way or another, in February or Marchg=
will try to keep you informed as things develop.
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Spiritual Focus
Today's readings underscore the fact that the presence of Christ in our lives makes all
the difference.

The passage from tigook of Jokexpresses the challenges of human existence,
including the sense of futility all of us face at one time or another, a futility that can't be
resolved altogether without the fact and the testimony of the ResurrectioBodk®f
JobandEcclesiaste$ocus on this very dilemma, not only that justice cannot be fully
served without the afterlife, but that one cannot escape the ultimate pointlessness of
human existence if it is only finite.

Indeed, Job, in his suffering, paradoxically experiences long nights and short days,
which is a poetic way of focusing on the negative, the very essence of his problem. He
reminds us of the stunning and perplexing fact that we all come to recognize, that the
innocent often suffer in this life through no fault of their own. This perplexing problem

of human suffering has challenged morally conscious philosophers and mystics through
all of human history. All of the major religions try, in their own way, to resolve it.

Alone among all religions, Christianity resolves the problem in a way that is both deeply
(even unprecedentedly) personal as well as, on the cosmic scale of things, immediate.
We don't believe in reincarnation, which is a way of delaying the inevitable resolution

by thinking of life as a training ground for Nirvana. We also do not see our experience

of the afterlife as being an impersonal, even pessunhilating, thing, whereas Nirvana

is depicted as a state of bliss in which all consciousness of our unique personhood has
vanished. Indeed, in Buddhism and Hinduism, both of which share the concepts of
karma, reincarnation and Nirvana, individual personality is regarded as both an illusion
and a burden to be overcome, rather than a gift to be treasured and developed, as it is in
the JudeeChristian tradition.

Christ in his person, both divine and human, reminds us of eternity. Nirvana, in
Hinduism and Buddhism (which, since the founder of Buddhism was raised in
Hinduism, is deeply influenced by it), is the ultimate destiny of everyone. When a
person falls short of sainthood, instead of waiting around in Purgatory (or going
immediately to Hell) he or she is said to be reincarnated, with their new life reflecting
the moral success or failure of the one they just left. If one lives a particularly sinful life,
one is more likely to be reincarnated as a lower animal, even perhaps a snake or an
insect. And given the idea that personality is an illusion to begin with, no one should be

surprised that it is possible, in this religious conception, to return in a life that lacks
anything we would describe as a personality. Of course, that begs the question, just whe
is it that is reincarnated? There seems to be no satisfactory answer to this question! It
strikes me that these religions do not actually resolve the very real problems of human
existence, but only cover them up in comforting, if somewhat confusing and distracting,
mystical terminology.

Christianity resolves the problem of personal evil in a way that fully recognizes
individual personhood. Unlike the lower animals, we have the gift of human freedom.
We can choose the good or choose the evil (which, in practice, turns out to be the less
than good® cf. St. Augustine's concept of evil as a privation of good). The essence of
mortal sin is that our preference for the lgssngood is total and, as far as we're
concerned, irrevocable. The essence of grace (actual and sanctifying grace both) is that
God gives us the vision, courage and desire to let go of théhkesgood and seek what

is better. Actual grace awakens new possibilities in us, and sanctifying grace cements
the new patterns in our personalities. We can think of actual grace as an antidote to
temptation and sanctifying grace as the opposite of-iee cemented patterns of lower
existence.

To resolve to prefer the leisangood is ultimately to reject God. In other words, it is a
refusal to grow, to progress, in virtue, especially the virtue of agape love. If we die in
this rigid state, and if we refuse God's invitation to repent, God is left with no choice but
to leave us in the moral and spiritual state we die in, to our ultimate eternal torment.

This moment of death is our most important personal challenge. When we are ready for
it, we die in a state of beatitude. When we are not ready, God patiently waits as we
resolve remaining issues in Purgatory. It is only when we are irrevocably obstinate in
the face of the infinite God that we have totally squandered the gift of life.

May Christ lift us up in our fevered responses to the challenges of life just as he raised
Peter's mothein-law, as depicted in today's reading from the Gospel of Mark.



